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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed January 8, 2010 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. On pages 2-3 applicant argues the prior art of record fails to 
disclose "select television program is received with copy protection from a television 
distribution facility" as recited in Claim 1 . It is noted Wonfor et al teaches a system 
wherein information pertaining to copy protection is sent from the video service 
providers and PPV providers wherein meets the limitation of "television distribution 
facility". Furthermore, applicant argues the prior art fails to disclose or teach means for 
(a) removing the copy protection from the selected program (b) providing the selected 
program without copy protection, and (c) directing the video recorder to record the 
selected program when the program is purchased at the price for the program without 
copy protection as recited in Claim 1 . It is noted that Wonfor et al additionally teaches 
providing copy protection (see col. 3, lines 8-10), and removing the copy protection from 
the selected program (see col. 7, line 60 to col.8, line 8). Therefore, the copy protection 
is controlled by a television distribution center as the headend/uplink software 
communicates the on/off mode for the copy protection to provide adequate access and 
control to the video programming. Although, all of applicants points are understood the 
examiner can not agree and thereby the rejection is maintained. 
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2. . Claims 5-12 are currently pending. Claims 1-4 have been cancelled on August 
6, 2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 5,7,9,1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Schein et al (6,412,110) in view of Wonfor et al (US 6,381,747). 

[claim 5] 

In regard Claim 5, Schein et al discloses an interactive program guide system including 
user equipment with which an interactive television program guide is provided and 
which includes a video recorder and a television (Figure 1), comprising: 

• means for receiving television program guide information for use in the 
interactive television program guide (Figure 1 and described in Column 4 Lines 

6+); 

• means for displaying the interactive television program guide (Figure 1 ); 

• means for providing a user with a first opportunity to select a program for 
recording and a second opportunity to select the program for viewing selecting a 
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program for recording or for viewing from the interactive program guide (Figure 1 
shows the ability to select or to record (button 208) through the interactive 
program guide); 

• means for receiving the selected program with copy protection from a television 
distribution facility (Column 10 Lines 62+ describes the receiving of pay-per-view 
program and thus content with copy protection signal encoded into the signal); 

• means for offering the selected program for purchase at a price for the program 
without copy protection when the program is selected for recording (Column 10 
Lines 60+ through Column 1 1 Lines 1 -44 describes the offering of content with 
and without copy protection); however, fails to disclose 

o means for (a) removing the copy protection from the selected program (b) 
providing the selected program without copy protection, and (c) directing 
the video recorder to record the selected program when the program is 
purchased at the price for the program without copy protection; 

o means for offering the selected program for purchase at a price for the 
program with copy protection when the program is selected for viewing 

o means for providing the selected program with copy protection when the 
program is purchased at the same price for the program with copy 
protection 

Wonfor et al teach a method of controlling copy protection in digital video 
networks where it is desired to copy protect an analog or digital video output signal 
associated with a digital video network, comprising displaying the interactive television 
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program guide (see col .3, lines 8-10), and removing the copy protection from the 
selected program (see col. 7, line 60 to col.8, line 8). Displaying the interactive television 
program guide provides the desirable advantage of allowing the user the time to 
preview the program guide to see what programs are available before selecting a 
desired program, and removing the copy protection from the selected program provides 
the desirable advantage of allowing the user to have access to the programs in order to 
copy desired programs. Furthermore, Wonfor et al teaches the means for offering a 
selected purchase at a price that provides copy protection (Column 2 Lines 45+ through 
Column 3 Lines 1-40) wherein the system determines process based on desired content 
by user. Although, Wonfor et al fails to explicitly disclose means for offering the 
selected program for purchase at a price for the program without copy protection when 
the program is selected for recording, means for offering the selected program for 
purchase at a price for the program with copy protection when the program is selected 
for viewing, and means for providing the selected program with copy protection when 
the program is purchased at the price for the program with copy protection. However, 
this would have been an obvious engineering design consideration depending on the 
circuit at hand. 

Therefore, would haven obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to use Schein et al to provide an interactive television guide and further 
provide a system that provides pricing information based on content and copy protection 
of the content, as taught by Wonfor, in order to provide the desirable advantage of 
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allowing the user to have access to the programs in order to copy desired programs and 
to protect the broadcast content, 
[claim 7] 

In regard to Claim 7, Schein et al discloses an interactive program guide system 
including user equipment with which an interactive television program guide is provided 
and which includes a video recorder and a television (Figure 1), comprising: 

• receiving television program guide information for use in the interactive television 
program guide (Figure 1 and described in Column 4 Lines 6+); 

• displaying the interactive television program guide (Figure 1 ); 

• providing a user with a first opportunity to select a program for recording and a 
second opportunity to select the program for viewing selecting a program for 
recording or for viewing from the interactive program guide (Figure 1 shows the 
ability to select or to record (button 208) through the interactive program guide); 

• receiving the selected program with copy protection from a television distribution 
facility (Column 10 Lines 62+ describes the receiving of pay-per-view program 
and thus content with copy protection signal encoded into the signal); 

• offering the selected program for purchase at a price for the program without 
copy protection when the program is selected for recording (Column 10 Lines 
60+ through Column 1 1 Lines 1-44 describes the offering of content with and 
without copy protection); however, fails to disclose 
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o removing the copy protection from the selected program providing the 
selected program without copy protection, and directing the video recorder 
to record the selected program when the program is purchased at the 
price for the program without copy protection; 
o offering the selected program for purchase at a price for the program with 

copy protection when the program is selected for viewing 
o providing the selected program with copy protection when the program is 
purchased at the same price for the program with copy protection 
Wonfor et al teach a method of controlling copy protection in digital video 
networks where it is desired to copy protect an analog or digital video output signal 
associated with a digital video network, comprising displaying the interactive television 
program guide (see col .3, lines 8-10), and removing the copy protection from the 
selected program (see col. 7, line 60 to col.8, line 8). Displaying the interactive television 
program guide provides the desirable advantage of allowing the user the time to 
preview the program guide to see what programs are available before selecting a 
desired program, and removing the copy protection from the selected program provides 
the desirable advantage of allowing the user to have access to the programs in order to 
copy desired programs. Furthermore, Wonfor et al teaches the means for offering a 
selected purchase at a price that provides copy protection (Column 2 Lines 45+ through 
Column 3 Lines 1-40) wherein the system determines process based on desired content 
by user. Although, Wonfor et al fails to explicitly disclose means for offering the 
selected program for purchase at a price for the program without copy protection when 
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the program is selected for recording, means for offering the selected program for 
purchase at a price for the program with copy protection when the program is selected 
for viewing, and means for providing the selected program with copy protection when 
the program is purchased at the price for the program with copy protection. However, 
this would have been an obvious engineering design consideration depending on the 
circuit at hand. 

Therefore, would haven obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to use Schein et al to provide an interactive television guide and further 
provide a system that provides pricing information based on content and copy protection 
of the content, as taught by Wonfor, in order to provide the desirable advantage of 
allowing the user to have access to the programs in order to copy desired programs and 
to protect the broadcast content, 
[claim 9] 

In regard to Claim 9, Schein et al disclose an interactive program guide system 
including user equipment with which an interactive television program guide is provided 
and which includes a video recorder and a television (Figure 1), comprising: 

o communications circuitry configured to receive television program guide 
information for use in the interactive television program guide (Figure 1 and 
described in Column 4 Lines 6+); 

o display circuitry configured to display the interactive television program guide 
(Figure 1); 
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o circuitry configured to receive a program with copy protection from a television 
distribution facility(Figure 1 shows the ability to select or to record (button 208) 
through the interactive program guide); 
o circuitry configured to remove copy protection from received programs (Column 
10 Lines 62+ describes the receiving of pay-per-view program and thus content 
with copy protection signal encoded into the signal); and 
o control circuitry configured to provide a user with a first opportunity to select a 
program for recording and a second opportunity to select the program for 
viewing from the interactive television program guide (Figure 1); direct the display 
circuitry to display a message offering the user the selected program for 
purchase at a price for the program without copy protection when the program is 
selected for recording (Figure 1 shows the image for recording wherein if pay- 
per-view is selected can determine price); direct the tuner circuitry to tune to the 
selected program with copy protection (Column 10 Lines 60+ through Column 1 1 
Lines 1-44 describes the offering of content with and without copy protection); 
however, fails to disclose 

o direct the circuitry to remove the copy protection from the selected 
program and provide the selected program without copy protection and a 
video recorder to record the selected program without copy protection 
when the program is purchased at the price for the program without copy 
protection, 
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o direct the display circuitry to display a message offering the user the 

selected program for purchase at a price for the program with copy 

protection when the program is selected for viewing, 
o direct the tuner circuitry to provide the selected program with copy 

protection when the program is purchased at the price for the program 

with copy protection. 
Wonfor et al teach a method of controlling copy protection in digital video 
networks where it is desired to copy protect an analog or digital video output signal 
associated with a digital video network, comprising displaying the interactive television 
program guide (see col .3, lines 8-10), and removing the copy protection from the 
selected program (see col. 7, line 60 to col.8, line 8). Displaying the interactive television 
program guide provides the desirable advantage of allowing the user the time to 
preview the program guide to see what programs are available before selecting a 
desired program, and removing the copy protection from the selected program provides 
the desirable advantage of allowing the user to have access to the programs in order to 
copy desired programs. Furthermore, Wonfor et al teaches the means for offering a 
selected purchase at a price that provides copy protection (Column 2 Lines 45+ through 
Column 3 Lines 1-40) wherein the system determines process based on desired content 
by user. Although, Wonfor et al fails to explicitly disclose means for offering the 
selected program for purchase at a price for the program without copy protection when 
the program is selected for recording, means for offering the selected program for 
purchase at a price for the program with copy protection when the program is selected 
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for viewing, and means for providing the selected program with copy protection when 
the program is purchased at the price for the program with copy protection. However, 
this would have been an obvious engineering design consideration depending on the 
circuit at hand. 

Therefore, would haven obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to use Schein et al to provide an interactive television guide and further 
provide a system that provides pricing information based on content and copy protection 
of the content, as taught by Wonfor, in order to provide the desirable advantage of 
allowing the user to have access to the programs in order to copy desired programs and 
to protect the broadcast content, 
[claim 11] 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , the claim limitations have been discussed in Claim 7. 

5. Claims 6, 8, 10, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Schein et al (6,412,110) in view of Wonfor et al (US 6,381,747) in 
further view of Schull (US 5,509,070). 
[claim 6] 

In regard to Claim 6, Wonfor et al teaches the price of content (Column 2 Lines 45+ 
through Column 3 Lines 1-40); however, fails to disclose wherein the price for the 
program without copy protection is more than the price for the program with copy 
protection. Schull teaches copy protection techniques wherein the price and 
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complexity of the copy protection is based on price. Thereby a lower cost of copy 
encouragement/without copy protection allows for users with legitimate purposes to 
copy to pay a higher fee to have the copies available (Column 1 Lines 54+ through 
Column 2 Lines 1-15). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to use the interactive program guide, as disclosed by 
Schein et al in view of Wonfor et al, and further incorporate a price based on complexity 
and copy protection, as taught by Schull, in order to allow proper access to those 
needing copies of the material, 
[claim 8] 

In regard to Claim 8, claim limitations have been discussed in claim 6. 
[claim 10] 

In regard to Claim 10, claim limitations have been discussed in claim 6. 
[claim 12] 

In regard to Claim 12, claim limitations have been discussed in claim 6. 

Conclusion 

2. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

3. A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMIE JO ATALA whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7384. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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